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Session: “What Makes a Mikveh Welcoming?”

Avot D'Rabbi Natan, Chapter 14 
Composed in Talmudic Israel/Babylon (c.650 - c.950 CE). Belongs to the minor tractates (Masekhtot Ketanot), essays from the Tannaitic period or later dealing with topics about which no formal tractate exists in the Mishnah. The first eight or so contain much original material; the last seven or so are collections of material scattered throughout the Talmud. Avot of Rabbi Natan translates to “Father Rabbi Nathan”. 

“Yosef ben Yohanan of Jerusalem says: Let your house be opened wide, and let the poor be members of your household”… Job’s house was opened to the North and South, East and West, for Job used to say: From whatever direction a person comes, let that person enter from there, as the Torah says, “I have opened my doors to the wayfarer (Job 31:32).” Job began to say, “I did not act as others. Others eat fine bread and feed the poor coarse bread. Others wear clothes of wool and dress the poor in clothes of sackcloth. . . I fed the poor from what I was eating and dressed the poor in what I was wearing…” Job began to praise himself, saying, “What did our father Abraham do that I did not do?” God said to Job, “How far will you go in self-praise? If the poor did not come into your house, you did not pity them, but Abraham did not act in this way. Rather. . .he went and sat at the door of his tent, as the Torah says, “As he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day (Genesis 18:1).” 

· What is happening in this text? What message or messages does it convey?
· What are the various “welcoming” approaches that this text is sharing?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How do these approaches relate to your work? 
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